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MODAPORTUGAL promotes the Portuguese fashion ecosystem. It showcases the several dimensions of the industry
and conducts promotional events that highlight its key assets.
From design to manufacturing, the initiative presents the
traditional along with the most cutting-edge features of Portuguese companies as they embrace the future with a sustainable and planet-friendly approach.
Q: How as the Moda Portugal initiative born and why this
need?
A: The strategy MODAPORTUGAL was created to promote the
Portuguese textile and clothing sector as a whole in international markets. It aims to communicate that this sector is one
of the best in Europe and, maybe worldwide, because it incorporates traditional know-how, allied with the best state of the
art technology, the best R&D organizations and the continuous
search for innovative and sustainable products and procedures.
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Q: How is Moda Portugal organized?
A: MODAPORTUGAL is conducted by CENIT, which major
partner is ANIVEC, the Portuguese Association of Clothing
and Apparel Industry. CENIT designs and implements projects
that are EU-subsidized. These projects help the Portuguese
companies and designers to internationalize, by granting them
support to participate in professional trade shows across the
world dedicated to manufacturing and fashion. It also promotes several events in international markets that showcase the
several dimensions of the industry and highlight its key assets.
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From design to manufacturing, the initiative presents the traditional know-how along with the most cutting-edge features of
Portuguese companies as they embrace the future with a sustainable and planet-friendly approach.
It also features a monthly newspaper, Jornal Têxtil, a website
dedicated to the fashion and industry ecosystem, www.portugaltextil.pt and a quarterly magazine called MODAPORTUGAL Prinçipal.
Q: Taking into account the current challenges imposed by
the emergence of Covid 19, how does Moda Portugal think
it can help companies in their responses and what are the
new chances for fashion?
A: During these pandemic times, MODAPORTUGAL has continued to support the Portuguese companies by issuing relevant information about the changes in legislation and governmental support measures for the daily day operations.
It has also provided help as far as discovering other ways to
do business in the lack of international trade shows, by presenting marketplaces and other B2B platforms that have been
the only way for companies to contact their usual clients and
to find some new ones.
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Q: What does the transparency of companies mean today as
a factor for success and survival?
A: The consumer is increasingly more informed and demanding. It has driven companies to better assess its preferences
and transparency is one of the key features that consumer
PAD Pages on Arts and Design #20

Interview to Moda Portugal by G. Montagna & M. A. Sbordone

289

looks upon when engaging relationship with a brand or a
company. The way a garment is made, from design to the moment it reaches the consumer, it is now scrutinized and how
it’s perceived by the consumer is vital for the buying decision.
The storytelling of this process is paramount and it should be
done with sincerity and transparency. The Portuguese companies and brands are quite aware of this and are making changes to the way they communicate, so they can meet this new
and demanding consumer.
Q: Territorial production and its sustainability are among
the greatest challenges for companies at the moment. Companies produce in national territories, use finite national
resources such as energy resources and export the product exclusively abroad, leaving in the different territories
waste to be recycled and polluted common resources, with
little gain for the community. What is the current role of
companies in the social, cultural and identity enrichment of
their territorial geography?
A: Companies are now dealing with sustainability in their daily operations. Progress has been made, but everyone is aware
that a lot is yet to be done. Consumption is changing and
companies are responding to these new trends trying to keep
up with them, but above all, maintaining their business alive
and the work places viable. When a company ends its operations, the local community is considerably affected, so the
balance between doing business in an environmentally and, at
the same time, socially responsible is quite a difficult exercise
but it is already undergoing throughout the industry.
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Q: What will be the future in the vision of Moda Portugal?
A: MODAPORTUGAL considers that the nearest future will
be one of recovery. After this pandemic conjunctural times,
the confidence felt by consumers will increase and fashion
consumption will consequently rise. Companies and brands
have taken some lessons from the past 12 months and we are
convinced that they will efficiently know how to embrace digital, sustainability, new consumption trends and at the same
time, combine it with the traditional and historic know-how
deeply rooted in the Industry. We are optimistic and ready to
help the Portuguese companies to thrive.

Credits
MODAPORTUGAL is a project promoted by CENIT (Portuguese Centre of Intelligence for the Textile Industry) and ANIVEC (Portuguese Association for Clothing and
Apparel Industries). This initiative is co-funded by the European Regional Development Fund, through the Portugal 2020
Operational Programme for Competitiveness and Internationalisation.
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The MODAPORTUGAL website is designed and maintained
by Mountain Superstudio™ and built with Laytheme.
Miguel Flor is the contributing editor for the News section,
Eliana Macedo and Mariana Matos are the contributing
writers, and Alex Finkle is the native English revisor.
All photo credits must be attributed to: cenit/modaportugal.
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